Over Time 


April 1, 2017 « 1/Place is opened to Reddit users on 
April 1st as an April Fools joke. 


April 3, 2017 « Place ends with over 1 million users 
having participated and (number of tiles) being placed. 


March 28, 2022 « Reddit staff announces that r/Place 
will be returning on April 1, 2022. 


April 1, 2022 + Place 2022 begins. 
April 2, 2022 + Canvas and color palette are expanded.. 


April 3, 2022 + Canvas is expanded for the final time. 


April 4, 2022 + “White Out” of the canvas begins and 
concludes r/Place 2022. It is confirmed that over 6 million 
users participated in r/Place. 


r/Place returns April ist 7) B 


Reddit’s official announcement for the reboot of r/Place [4]. 


WORTH 


r/Place’s Demonstration of Large Scale Collaboration 


We often think about how great a work of art is when made by one person, but 
have we ever considered how great a collaborative piece may be? If one mind can 
create masterful works, then how amazing could multiple minds be on a singular 
piece? Millions of Reddit users will tell you that it is beyond incredible. 

1/Place, or more commonly known as Place, began in 2017 as a social 
experiment designed by Josh Wardle, a product manager at Reddit during the 
2010’s (1). Wardle is particularly intrigued by sociology and loves to “build 


unique projects that focus on human interaction” (Josh Wardle, LinkedIn (2)) which showcase how well people can 


perform when working together. He designed Place in such a way that makes this idea come to life. In Place, millions of 


users are given a large canvas with the ability to place a single tile every five minutes (Kranthi Mareni, Half “Of” The 2022 


(3)). Due to this, adding art to the canvas requires the cooperation of an entire community with good planning and strong 


patience. Even after the piece has been made, the community still has to come together to protect it from vandals. Their 


cooperation could very easily guide their artwork to the end of Place and maintain their spot on the final image. 


Large scale collaboration isn’t easy, but these strong willed Redditors definitely persisted into making something 


amazing. r/Place proves that teamwork can really make the dream work. Their dedication to this piece will surely have a 


lasting legacy in internet culture. 


Crashbang708 and r/Morrowind 

All across Reddit, subreddits were proposing ideas to 
claim space on the canvas relating to their subjects. 
r/Morrowind, a subreddit dedicated to the 2002 game of 
the same title, was one of those. Many r/Morrowind 
Redditors took to the canvas with their simple idea (see 
middle image), including user Crashbang708. 


Q: What was the planning like? Did someone create 
a template for the canvas? 

A: Someone made a template of Morrowind’s main 
antagonist, Dagoth Ur, to represent our subreddit. Unlike 
most subreddits, we didn't make a discord server to plan or 
execute our artwork. We just trusted that anyone who saw the 
post would place a tile. 


Q: Do you feel that r/Morrowind was brought 
together by this? 

A: Yes, definitely. Many people were very excited to 
represent our community on Place, so much so that it revived 
our community a tad bit. 


Q: Do you think the work turned out well? 

A: Certainly. We ended up giving it a bit of jazz by making 
it the colors of Vivec, another important Morrowind 
character, to represent us further. 


Q: Is there anything that you didn't like about 
r/Morrowind’s work on r/Place? 

A: I don't like that we didn't protect it and let it get invaded 
by raiders. Our image was so small, and our community 
large enough to keep an eye out, but we didn't. The lack of 
collaboration there was disappointing. 


In 2022, France occupied the most space on the canvas, totalling to ~185,000 pixels, or 4.6% of the canvas. -Bxakid 2022 


MENTIONING 


Pixel War: Who placed the most tiles during the r/place Millenium 


Glossary 


Reddit 

Social networking site composed of millions of 
communities dedicated to specific pieces of media or 
ideas. 


r/Place 
Collaborative art piece created by Josh Wardle that is 
hosted on Reddit. 


Josh Wardle 


Computer programmer and artist who created r/Place. 


Subreddit 
A community on Reddit that acts like a forum for a 
specific content or idea. 


Collaboration 


The action of working with someone to produce or create 


something. 
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REDDIT’S R/PLACE 

The Artwork That 
Encouraged Collaborative 
Creativity 


Have you ever seen a work of art created 
by millions of people? Probably not. You’d 
probably think it’s impossible too, but you’d 
be wrong. Reddit’s r/Place is exactly that, 
and it is astounding. 


*Top image is citation 5. 


